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The Congress for the New Urbanism views
disinvestment in central cities, the spread of placeless
sprawl, increasing separation by race and income, envi-
ronmental deterioration, loss of agricultural lands and
wilderness, and the erosion of society’s built heritage as
one interrelated community-building challenge.

We stand for the restoration of existing urban cen-
ters and towns within coherent metropolitan regions,
the reconfiguration of sprawling suburbs into com-
munities of real neighborhoods and diverse districts,
the conservation of natural environments, and the
preservation of our built legacy.

We recognize that physical solutions by themselves
will not solve social and economic problems, but nei-
ther can economic vitality, community stability, and
environmental health be sustained without a coher-
ent and supportive physical framework.

We advocate the restructuring of public policy and
development practices to support the following prin-
ciples: neighborhoods should be diverse in use and
population; communities should be designed for the
pedestrian and transit as well as the car; cities and
towns should be shaped by physically defined and
universally accessible public spaces and community
institutions; urban places should be framed by archi-
tecture and landscape design that celebrate local
history, climate, ecology, and building practice.

We represent a broad-based citizenry, composed of
public and private sector leaders, community activists,
and multidisciplinary professionals. We are commit-
ted to reestablishing the relationship between the art
of building and the making of community, through
citizen-based participatory planning and design.

The charter of the congress of 
the new urbanism I

APPENDIX

We dedicate ourselves to reclaiming our homes,
blocks, streets, parks, neighborhoods, districts,
towns, cities, regions, and environment.

We assert the following principles to guide public
policy, development practice, urban planning, and
design:

THE REGION: METROPOLIS, CITY,
AND TOWN

1. Metropolitan regions are finite places with
geographic boundaries derived from topography,
watersheds, coastlines, farmlands, regional parks,
and river basins. The metropolis is made of multi-
ple centers that are cities, towns, and villages, each
with its own identifiable center and edges.

2. The metropolitan region is a fundamental
economic unit of the contemporary world.
Governmental cooperation, public policy, physical
planning, and economic strategies must reflect this
new reality.

3. The metropolis has a necessary and fragile rela-
tionship to its agrarian hinterland and natural
landscapes. The relationship is environmental,
economic, and cultural. Farmland and nature are
as important to the metropolis as the garden is to
the house.

4. Development patterns should not blur or eradicate
the edges of the metropolis. Infill development
within existing urban areas conserves environmen-
tal resources, economic investment, and social
fabric, while reclaiming marginal and abandoned
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